
Our Plan Today…

 Canada Goes to War

 PowerPoint + Notes

 Complete graphic organizer 

“Canada’s Response” about 

different groups in Canada and how 

they responded to war



The Great War and Canada



Canada automatically entered the 

war as part of the British Empire 

(Aug 4, 1914)



Many 

Canadians 

Supported 

the War



Support

Robert Borden, Prime Minister 1911-1920

 Canada offered Britain 25,000 

men trained, equipped, and paid 

for by Canadian gov’t

 We only had 3,000 regular army 

soldiers and two navy cruisers!



Support

 Col. Hughes sent out a call 

to volunteers to join for $1 per 

day

Over 100,000 

Canadians 

volunteered!



Why did they join?
Sense of Patriotism

Feelings of excitement and adventure

A Job (struggling economy, no work) 

Canadian soldiers leaving Toronto in 1914



Training the Troops

 Training camp set up at Valcartier, Quebec

 Troops issued the Ross Rifle (manufactured in 

Canada)

Good for sharp shooting, but poor in trench warfare… (long, 

heavy, finicky with ammunition, jammed from dust/dirt)





Oct. 1914:

Canadian 

troops headed 

to frontlines in 

France



http://www.cbc.ca/archives/cate

gories/war-conflict/first-world-

war/the-first-world-war-canada-

remembers/first-world-war-canada-

answers-the-call.html

http://www.cbc.ca/archives/categories/war-conflict/first-world-war/the-first-world-war-canada-remembers/first-world-war-canada-answers-the-call.html


Canada’s Response

Who Joined?

Task: Complete the graphic organizer with the 

information from your textbook on p. 56-62.


