
 

The Causes of the French Revolution 
 
Critical Thinking: 

 #8: I can determine what factors led to particular events 
 #1: I can examine evidence from various perspectives 
 #4: I can analyse and critique information 

 

 

Social Studies 9 Name: 



 

The Causes of the French Revolution: Sources 
 

SOURCE A 
This cartoon was produced in the 1780s and is a comment on the social situation in France at that 
time. It can be used to help explain the causes of the French Revolution of 1789. 
 
1. Label the three figures in the cartoon by writing in the spaces provided: 
o Peasant 
o Priest 
o Noble 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Use your own knowledge to explain how the cartoon can be used to describe the causes of the 
French Revolution. 
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Tasks 
Complete the following questions/tasks on a separate piece of paper. 
 

1. Look back at the information on these sheets.  List the reasons why many people in France 
were critical  of a) the nobility; b) the King; c) the clergy 

2. What might a French peasant have grumbled about in 1789?  
3. How does the author of Source B describe the lives of French peasants?  (remember: it is not 

enough to say ‘good’ or ‘bad’ – you need to give examples from the source!) 
4. Study sources A, B and C together.  Do these sources explain why poor people resented the 

rich?  Explain your answer using evidence from the sources. 
5. Roussea (Source D) was an influential writer and philosopher at this time.  He wanted France to 

have a more democratic form of government.  Who would be most influenced by his words 
and why? 

6. The pamphlet which Source D came from was banned in 1775.  Why do you think this was?  
Which members of French society would want it banned? 

 
Extensions (choose ONE of the following to complete) 

(Communication #5: I can share and present what I have learned) 
 


