Debrief: Blanket
Activity

Share with the class (one or more of...):
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xmYu-Wppp3c
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Combined earlier colonial & federal laws

~* Land I
' "Indian status |
* Local government
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“The great aim of our legislation
has been to do away with the
tribal system and assimilate the
Indian people in all respects with
the other inhabitants of the

Dominion as speedily as they are
fit to change.”

John A Macdonald, 1887

DR CONSOLIDATIO ™~

Indian Act

Loi sur les Indiens
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¢ * Not “people,” denied certain rights
i * Forbidden from buying alcohol

* Could not vote
* Could not own land or buy ammunition

* Women denied status

* Renamed individuals with European names
* Forbidden from speaking native language

* Forbidden from practicing religion or cultural
ceremonies

e« Reserves: had to have a pass to leave or sell
AR any farm products
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~ * (+) Become “person” by voluntary
~_enfranchisement
e (+) Same rights as other Canadians

* (-) Meant cutting themselves off
from their reserve communities,
culture, etc.




NOTICE

THIS IS AN INDIAN RESERVE

Any person who trespasses on an Indian |
Reserve is guilty of an offence and is liable
on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding
fifty dollars or to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding one month, or to both fine and
imprisonment.

DIRECTOR OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Department of Citizenship and Immigration,
Indian Affairs Branch,
OTTAWA.
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Indian Act set out structure of local gov’t

gnored traditional forms of government

|H

Replaced with “town council” model

e Band Council led by Chief Councillor

* Imposed system created disruption in society




* Minister of Indian Affairs still has legal ability to interfere
in many aspects of First Nations’ lives

* Act does give some benefits... BUT they are outweighed
by discrimination & oppression embedded in it.




