
Debrief: Blanket 

Activity

Share with the class (one or more of…):

• A fact that stood out to you

• Your experience

• Something you found interesting

• A connection or question

• Something you learned



• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xmYu-Wppp3c

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xmYu-Wppp3c


Combined earlier colonial & federal laws
• Land

• Indian status

• Local government

Purpose?
To assimilate and civilize the 
Indigenous peoples in Canada



Purpose?
To assimilate and civilize the 
Indigenous peoples in Canada

“The great aim of our legislation 
has been to do away with the 
tribal system and assimilate the 
Indian people in all respects with 
the other inhabitants of the 
Dominion as speedily as they are 
fit to change.”

John A Macdonald, 1887



Aboriginals = Wards*of the government

A person, usually a 
minor, under the care 

and control of a guardian



Negative consequences:
• Not “people,” denied certain rights
• Forbidden from buying alcohol
• Could not vote
• Could not own land or buy ammunition
• Women denied status
• Renamed individuals with European names
• Forbidden from speaking native language
• Forbidden from practicing religion or cultural 

ceremonies
• Reserves: had to have a pass to leave or sell 

any farm products



• (+) Become “person” by voluntary 
enfranchisement

• (+) Same rights as other Canadians

• (-)  Meant cutting themselves off 
from their reserve communities, 
culture, etc.



• Land set aside for the use of 
Status Indians

• Property of the Government

• Had to give up traditional 
territories

• Had to have a pass to leave

• Meant to be temporary

• Often very poor land for 
farming





• Indian Act set out structure of local gov’t

• Ignored traditional forms of government

• Replaced with “town council” model

• Band Council led by Chief Councillor

• Imposed system created disruption in society



• Many amendments and changes have been made to 
original Indian Act

• Minister of Indian Affairs still has legal ability to interfere 
in many aspects of First Nations’ lives

• Act does give some benefits... BUT they are outweighed 
by discrimination & oppression embedded in it.

Relevance 
Today


