
 

 

"The great aim of our legislation has been to do away with the tribal 

system and assimilate the Indian people in all respects with the 

other inhabitants of the Dominion as speedily as they are fit to 

change.” 

- John A Macdonald, 1887 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The happiest future for the Indian race is absorption into the 

general population, and this is the object of the policy of our 

government.  The great forces of intermarriage and education will 

finally overcome the lingering traces of native custom and 

tradition.”  

- Duncan Campbell Scott 

Deputy Superintendent of Indian Affairs 1913-1932 

 

 

 

 

“Our Indian legislation generally rests on the principle, that the aborigines are to be kept in a 

condition of tutelage and treated as wards or children of the State. …the true interests of the 

aborigines and of the State alike require that every effort should be made to aid the Red man in 

lifting himself out of his condition of tutelage and dependence, and that is clearly our wisdom 

and our duty, through education and every other means, to prepare him for a higher civilization 

by encouraging him to assume the privileges and responsibilities of full citizenship.” 

- Report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples, 1996 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


