Social Studies 8					The Domesday Book		Name: ___________________
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1. What is the Domesday Book? ________________________________
________________________________________________________
2. When was it made? _____________________
3. What did it tell William the Conqueror? _________________________________________________________
Below is an excerpt from the Domesday Book.  Read it, and answer the questions below.
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4. What is a “plough”? ___________________________________________________________________________

5. What are the different parts of the manor that are listed in this source? _________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What kind of animals do they raise on this manor? __________________________________________________

7. What are the different types of people living on this manor? __________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________
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IN MEDDESTAN (MAIDSTONE) HUNDRED
Village of Meddestan (Maidstone)

It comprises 10 sulongs. Arable land for 30 ploughs. In demesne 3 ploughs. 25 villeins with 21 bordars
have 25 ploughs. A church; 10 slaves; 5 mills rendering 36s 8d; 2 fisheries with 270 ecls; a meadow of 10

acres; woodland for 30 pigs.

Of this manor 3 knights hold 4 sulongs from the Aschbishop; they have 3% ploughs in demesne, and 32
villeins with 10 bordars who have 6 ploughs. 10 slaves; 1 mill rendering 5s; a meadow of 13 acres; 24

fisheries with 180 eels; 2 salt-houses; woodland for 23 pigs.

Total value of this manor TRE £14: when acquired £12: now the value of the Archbishop’s land is £20.
the value of the knight's land is £15 10s. The monks of Canterbury receive 20s from two men of this

‘manor every year.

Glossary
£5.d. = Poud,shiling, penny (“denrivs”) - 1£ = manor
205 1= 124
are = measurement foran area of land, mosty used slovgh
For felds, meadows,or woodland (c.
o)
bordar = type of peasaat: smallholder sulong
demesne = (say: de-main) land belonging to the tenaat-

in-chief TRE
hundred = sub-district of a shire
villein

estate, holds the Iord’s main home and
admiistative seat

amouat of arsble land, measured a the
‘aumber of eight-ox plough teams needed to
work on it

unitof fand measurement used i Keat (-
200 acres)

i the time of King Edward (“tempore regls
Edvarat”)

type of peasant: main member of a village




