Social Studies 8									Name: ____________________Medieval Religion
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What can the images of churches tell us about religion in the Middle Ages?



1. Fill in the blanks:
In the middle ages, the only religion was the __________________ religion.  Everybody went to _________________. The services were in ____________ but there were _______________ and ________________ to help ordinary people understand.  People believed that by going to church, they would get to _______________________.  People left money to the church so that when they died the priest would say prayers for their soul so that they would not go to _______________________, the place between heaven and hell. 
Latin     Purgatory        Catholic     Paintings     	Heaven	     Statues     Church
2. How was the church structured?

· _____________________________  Duties:
· _____________________________ Duties: 
· _____________________________ Duties:
· _____________________________ Duties:


3. [image: http://www.acclaimclipart.com/free_clipart_images/a_valentines_devil_smiling_and_holding_a_pitchfork_0521-1001-2815-1143_SMU.jpg]A tithe was:

Doom Paintings
Answer the following questions in FULL SENTENCES.
4. What were doom paintings?



5. Why do you think the church created them?



6. Using the paintings you looked at, use 5 words to describe what hell seemed like.




7. In what ways are the people being punished?




8. Do you think that seeing these paintings in church would make people afraid of going to hell? Why/why not?






9. Would you be tempted to pay the church to take your sins away?
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Routes to Heaven
Walk around the room to view the information on the 4 different routes to heaven.  
Record at least 3 pieces of information about each route. 

	Route 1
	
	
	

	Route 2
	
	
	

	Route 3
	
	
	

	Route 4
	
	
	



1. Which route(s) would you recommend to:

a. A peasant and his wife, poor hardworking peasants.
b. A rich merchant who travels around a lot.
c. The wife of a nobleman who died in the Crusades.
d. [bookmark: _GoBack]A tradesmen and his wife. Whilst not rich they have a little money to spare.
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Route 3 - buying your way
to Heaven

Buy this and God will
forgive your sins.

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales

He'd sewed a holy relic on his cap;
his wallet lay before him on his lap,
brimful of pardons come from Rome.
In his trunk he had a pillow case
which he claimed was Our Lady’s veil.

V SOURCE 6 This picture shows pilgrims from

people on a pilgrimage to Canterbury

V SOURCE 7 The description of the Pardoner from

Chaucer’s poem Canterbury Tales about a group of

People believed that nearly everyone went to
Purgatory when they died. This was not quite
as awful as Hell. To move from Purgatory to
Heaven you had to be sorry for your sins, and
get people who were still alive to pray for
you.

People often left money for prayers to be
said for them after they were dead (see
Source 8). Rich people paid for colleges to be
set up, where priests did nothing but pray for
their soul and perhaps for other dead
members of their family.

The less well-off paid to join guilds
(associations) which would arrange to hold
masses (church services) for their soul after
they died. There were over 100 of these guilds
in Northamptonshire alone.

V SOURCE 8 Exiracts from medieval wills

To the Rood Loft 6s 7d

to the bells 12d

to the torches 12d

| will that 30 masses be said for my soul and all
Christian souls after my death.

If you had enough money you could try to
buy your way to Heaven. Pardoners travelled
the country selling pardons. These freed
people from their sins. This meant they would
go straight to Heaven when they died.

v ACTIVITY B

1 Make your notes on all the
ways you could buy your
‘way to Heaven.

2 Which of routes 1-3 would
be open to:
a) poor people
b) fairly well-off people
¢) rich people?

v DISCUSS

3 Do you think rich people
had a better chance
or a worse chance of getting to Heaven?
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